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Introduction

Welcome to this guide on the Residence Permit
for Elective Residency in Italy.

This guide is designed to assist foreigners,
especially non-European Union citizens, in
understanding and managing the process of
obtaining a residence permit for elective residency
in Italy.

Whether you are retirees, individuals with
independent financial means, or simply captivated
by the Italian lifestyle, this guide will provide all
the necessary information to live legally in Italy
without the obligation to work.

We will cover specific requirements, necessary
documentation, timelines, procedures,
opportunities, as well as the challenges and
common issues you may encounter along the way.
This guide is intended for:

v Non-EU foreigners interested in settling in

Italy for personal or quality-of-life reasons.
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v Retirees and individuals with independent
incomes who wish to reside in Italy for

extended periods.

v" People who, while not intending to engage in

work activities, want to have legal residency in
the country.
The residence permit for elective residency is
initially valid for one year and can be renewed for
additional periods; however, there are certain
conditions and specific timelines for renewal and
obtaining long-term residency, which we will

discuss in detail in the following chapters.
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1. What is the Residence Permit for

Elective Residency?

Definition and Origin.

The residence permit for elective residency is a
type of permit specifically designed for non-
European Union citizens who wish to move
permanently to Italy without engaging in any
work activities. This permit is an ideal solution for
those seeking a peaceful lifestyle, with the
intention of spending extended periods in the
country, enjoying the beauty, culture, and quality
of life that Italy has to offer.
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Introduced as part of European and national
immigration regulations, the residence permit for
elective residency caters to the needs of affluent
or economically independent individuals, such as
retirees and artists, who wish to reside in Italy
without having to apply for work or study
permits. It is often sought after by citizens from
the United States, Canada, Australia, and
countries in theMiddle East and Asia, drawn by
the opportunity to live in one of the world’s most

desirable destinations.

Motivations and Origins of the Concept of
"Elective Residency"

The concept of "Elective Residency" has its roots
in European tradition, where nobles, intellectuals,
and affluent individuals, particularly between the
17th  and 19th centuries, chose to settle
temporarily or permanently in countries like Italy,
drawn by its art, culture, and Mediterranean
climate. This type of residency was seen as a
manifestation ~ of  cultural  belonging, an
opportunity to deeply experience the historical

and natural heritage of the host country. In this
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context, the term "elective" was not merely a legal
description but a genuine cultural commitment: it
signified an individual’s willingness and desire to

freely choose Italy as their new home.

Over time, the concept has evolved to adapt to
societal changes and contemporary migration
flows.  Today, '"elective residency"  has
transformed into a regulated form of residence
permit, specifically intended for those with
independent financial means who wish to settle in
Italy without work purposes. This form of
residency addresses both the interest of countries
like Italy in attracting foreign residents with stable
financial resources and the desire of these
individuals to live in an  environment

characterized by a high quality of life.

From a legal perspective, the residence permit for

elective residency is governed by the Consolidated

Immigration Act (Legislative Decree 286/1998)

and subsequent amendments. These regulations
establish specific criteria that applicants must

meet, such as having an independent and
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continuous income, often derived from pensions,
annuities, or investments, sufficient to support
themselves without the need for employment in
Italy.  Additionally, the permit imposes
restrictions, including the prohibition of engaging
in work activities and the requirement to
demonstrate  the  availability —of  suitable

accommodation in Italy, either rented or owned.

Who can apply for this permit?

The residence permit for elective residency is

intended for individuals who meet specific

financial and residential criteria, primarily:

» Retirees with sufficient income: people who
receive regular pensions or income from
financial or real estate investments.
Individuals with stable and adequate
financial resources: those who have steady
and documented income from investments,
properties, or other legal sources that ensure
economic self-sufficiency.

Persons not interested in working in Italy:

the residence permit for elective residency
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does not allow for any work or professional
activities in Italy, although volunteer or unpaid

activities are permitted.

Other general requitements.
To apply for this type of permit, it is essential to

demonstrate:

v Availability of stable accommodation in Italy,

such as a purchased or rented residence that
meets the criteria for housing suitability.

v Health insurance that covers any medical
expenses, as applicants will not be covered by
the National Health Service.

v Good conduct and the absence of serious
criminal records that could pose a threat to

national security.

Difference between elective residency and
other types of residence permits.

It is important to understand the differences
between elective residency and other types of
residence permits to choose the most suitable
option.

Elective residency is distinct in that:
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It does not allow working in Italy. If the
applicant wishes to work, they must apply for a
different permit, such as a permit for dependent or
self-employed work.

It is intended for people with independent
financial means, without professional obligations.

It requires a long-term commitment: those who
wish to obtain the residence permit for elective
residency must demonstrate a serious intention to
settle in Italy and maintain an adequate standard of
living without relying on the labor market.

The residence permit for elective residency is
therefore a special category that caters to the need
to live in Italy without relying on the local economy

or employment.

Advantages of the Residence Permit for
Elective Residency.

The residence permit for elective residency offers
numerous advantages for those wishing to reside in
Italy, including:

Freedom to live in Italy: Permit holders can

legally settle in the country, with the ability to
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choose their preferred location, from the historic
center of Florence to the coasts of Sicily or the
Tuscan countryside.

Access to public services: Although working is
not allowed, elective residents can benefit from
various public services, with the requirement of
having private health insurance to cover medical
expenses. Additionally, they have access to cultural,
educational services, and various courses, including
Italian language learning.

Ability to travel within the Schengen area: Once
the residence permit for elective residency is
obtained, it is possible to travel without needing
additional visas to all Schengen countries, for up to
90 days every six months, facilitating the
exploration of Europe.

Option to renew the permit: After the first year,
the residence permit for elective residency can be
renewed, provided the holder continues to meet
the required conditions, offering a long-term
stability perspective.

Opportunities for integration and networking:

Even though working is not permitted, elective
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residency allows for full participation in the Italian
community, attending cultural and social events,
engaging in volunteer activities, and forming

friendships.




